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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment maybe filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Albert O. Cota on September 30, 2003. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification, page 5, after line 6 add: 
FIGURE 14 is a description of the prior art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art fails to 
teach or suggest a sheet clamping mechanism for thermoforming, comprising: 

a) a pair of opposed clamp bodies each having a top, a bottom, a first side and a second 
side, and a radial cavity located within the top, 

b) a leaf spring completely covering each body top directly over the radial cavity, 

c) a spring retainer attached to a portion of the top of each clamp body, and juxtaposed 
with the leaf spring for holding the spring on one side and yet permitting the spring to be 
urged away from the body, 
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d) a pair of round actuating rods each having a flat surface thereon, disposed within the 
radial cavities on the clamp bodies, with their flat surface contiguous with the leaf springs 
such that the leaf spring bends upward away from the body when each respective rod is 
rotated as the edges of the flat surface are eccentric with the cavities, 

e) a carrier tape horizontally positioned and gripped between the clamp bodies and the 
leaf springs, 

f) tape retaining means for maintaining the tape edge securely in between the pair of 
clamp bodies and leaf springs, and 

g) linear actuating means for moving the clamp along with its retained tape in a linear 
direction through appropriate stations in the carrier tape embossing apparatus and 
returning the clamp, when the tape is released from between the clamp body and the leaf 
spring, to an original at-rest position within an appropriate timed sequence to move the 
tape sequentially through the carrier tape embossing apparatus. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thu Khanh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-7167. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 6:30-4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661 . 
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